COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES OF SOUTH MISSISSIPPI

COMMUNITY

Serving Hancock, Harrison, & Stone Counties



CASA STAFF

CASA's mission is to advocate for South Mississippi's abused and neglected
children by supporting volunteers who promote safety, permanency, and resilience.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CASA'’s Board of Directors is made of individuals from Hancock, Harrison, & Stone
Counties who volunteer their time and bring their expertise to drive the mission of
CASA and its continued development
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2025 IN NUMBERS
381

Children had CASA was appointed to the cases of 421 children

. f th 421 chil 1 chil
an Advocate in 2025 Of those | children, 381 children were served by an
advocate in 2025

Additionally, 160 children are still in need of an

—r:

Advocates provided

457 Court Reports written by Advocates

o 1,599 Recommendations were made
o 97% became Orders of the Court ,

159 Assigned Advocates _ :
47 New Advocates Sworn In Hours of Service to Children

3,832 Hours of Training Completed

: I 5 ? In 2025, 157 children’s cases closed.
93% of these children achieved permanent homes:
Child . ' d e 75 Reunification
llaren_sgscases ciose « 51 Adoption

in the reporting period « 20 Durable Legal Custody or Guardianship

7% of these children did not achieve permanency
e 9 Aged Out of Foster Care
e 2 Passed Away

OF THE CASES APPOINTED TO CASA WITHIN THE YEAR, THERE WERE

Allegations Allegations of Abuse:
of Neglect 13 Sexual
46 Physical

1 Emotional



HANCOCK COUNTY
OUR CHILDREN

149 children appointed to the CASA program
148 children were assigned to an advocate CASAO SerVEd
1 child was unserved 99% of the
39 children assigned to an advocate were Han COCk County
maintained in their homes of origin -
children
appointed to the

program

Under age of 1

13-18 year old 3%

25% CAUCASIAN 79%
AFRICAN AMERICAN 11%

BI-RACIAL 10%

74 MALE HISPANIC/LATINO 0%
ASIAN 0%
75 FEMALE NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC
1-12 year old ISLANDER 0%

72%

Bay St Louis (53)
Diamondhead (9)

Kiln (22)

Pearlington (1)
Perkinston (6)

Picayune (11)

Poplarville (0)
Unincorporated BSL (31)
Waveland (16)

30 40 50 60



HARRISON COUNTY
OUR CHILDREN

209 children appointed to the CASA program CASA Served

174 children were assigned to an advocate
35 children Were_unserved . 83% Of the
N e o oo Harrison County
children
appointed to the

program

Over 18
1% Under age of 1

5%
13-18 year old CAUCASIAN 56%

28% AFRICAN AMERICAN 37%
BI-RACIAL 6%

101 MALE HISPANIC/LATINO 1%
ASIAN 0%
108 FEMALE NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC
’|_’]2year old ISLANDER 0%
66%
Biloxi (58)
D'lberville (12)

Gulfport (106)
Long Beach (14)
Pass Christian (13)

Saucier (6)

60 30 100 120



STONE COUNTY
OUR CHILDREN

63 children appointed to the CASA program CASA Served
59 children were assigned to an advocate 94% of the Stone
4 children were unserved County children
appointed to the

program

Under age of 1
13-18 year old 8%

21% CAUCASIAN 76%
AFRICAN AMERICAN 13%
BI-RACIAL 11%

29 MALE HISPANIC/LATINO 0%
ASIAN 0%
34 FEMALE NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC
1-12 year old ISLANDER 0%

71%

Lumberton (5)

McHenry (5)

Perkinston (6)

Wiggins (47)

30 40 50



Goal 1

45 New Advocates

CASA will recruit, screen, train, & swear in 45 new
advocates who will serve approximately 100
unserved children.

Goal 2

Serve 80% Children in Foster
Care

CASA will serve 80% of children in foster care in
Hancock, Harrison, & Stone Counties

Goal 3

80% Recommendations
Become Orders of the Court

Advocates who make fact-based
recommendations will have at least 80% become
court orders

Goal 4

80% of Children Achieve Safe

& Permanent Homes

Safe, permanent homes are achieved through
reunification, adoption, & durable legal custody.
Negative outcomes include aging out of foster care
Or running away.

Goal 5

80% Volunteer Retention
Rate

The average CASA volunteer retention rate across
the country is 65%. CASA of South Mississippi
seeks to retain 80% of volunteers through ongoing
staff support & engagement.

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

SOUTH MISSISSIPPI



'HOW TO HELP

Become a CASA Connect Us to
Volunteer Your Organization

In 2026, CASA has committed to recruiting 45 Connect us to your community
new volunteers to serve children in foster Organization, club, or church to let a
care. The need for volunteers is urgent. We CASA staff member come and share
need you! Schedule an hour-long informational ~&Pout our program in order to raise
session now to find out more by visiing awareness about the needs of
www.casasouthms.org/info or sending an email ~ children from your community.

to lauren@casasouthms.org

Support Our Report Child
Program Financially Abuse or Neglect

Become a CASA Anchor--an individual who
believes in CASA’'s mission & contributes
monthly as a sustaining donor for as little as
$10/month. Scan the QR code below to donate
as a CASA Anchor:

In accordance with Section 43-21-353
of the Mississippi Code of 1972, “any
other person having reasonable cause
to suspect that a child is a neglected
child or an abused child” shall make a

CPS report as soon as possible.
! ° E bt -::ill E The number to make a report is
X . X 1-800-222-8000
: or you may file an online report here:
CASA reportabuse.mdcps.ms.gov

Court Appointed Special Advocates - .
FOR CHILDREN
SOUTH MISSISSIPPI r




ADVOCATES

Hancock County
Adam, Margaret (10)
Alexander, Marybeth (1)
Altsman, Diane (8)
Bailey, Sarah (11)

Bair, Anne (1)
Baughman, Jackie (8)
Berry, Julie (8)

Bloom, Cheryl (9)
Bourgeois, Brooke (3)
Brdecka, Brittni (3)
Brdecka, John (2)
Breeze, Stacie (1)
Cannon, Julie (15)
Chargois, Victoria (3)
Coleman, Joan (5)
Cuevas, Janine (9)
DeBardeleben, Evelyn (2)
DeHaan, Laura-Michel (4)
Demarest, Judy (10)
Dollar, Beverly (9)
Ehrich, Alan (3)

Ehrich, Trudy (3)

Ferry, Jude (3)

Fulwiler, John (7)
Fulwiler, Madeleine (7)
Grapusa, Christine (8)
Gray, Christi (2)
Green, Carol*
Haberman, Victoria (4)
Hamil, Cynthia (1)
Herring, Rhonda (7)
Hess, Allison (4)
Hilliard, Larry (2)
Hilliard, Terry (2)
Hubbs, Devin (1)
Hutchison, Michael*
Jackson, Jessica (2)
Jackson, Lorenzo (2)
Joyce, Susan (7)
Keller, Kathi (1)
Knizer, Paula*

Lawler, Robinette (10)
Legeaux, Lisa (2)
Manko, Rodney (4)
McKenzie, Nancy (9)
Melby-Cobling, Chris (10)
Meyer, Marcella (3)
Montjoy, Betsy (4)

Mumme, Susan (10)
Murana, Kimberly (2)
Murray, Joseph (8)
Necaise, Kimberly (1)
Nichols, Lylie (9)
Ortiz, Tish (1)
Parker, Andy*
Reaver, Anne (2)
Reilly, Kim (6)
Richardson, Joy (10)
Riviere, George (6)
Riviere, Robin (7)
Salaun, Linda (5)
Shiyou, Carol (11)
Taylor, Griselda (2)
Taylor, Marilene (6)
Taylor, Vickie*
Thompson, Tabitha (1)
Trentman, Lily (1)
Van Stelle, Christy (8)
Vogel, Michael (7)
Wallace, Susan (5)
Warran, Alisha (7)
Young, Anne (2)

(#) indicates years of service
*New Advocates in 2025




Harrison County
Barnes, Rebecca (1)
Beck, Bridget*

Beck, Maria*
Benefield, Debbie (7)
Bignoli, Joan (4)
Bonck, Patrick (12)
Brown, Demetria*
Chambers, Linda (5)
Charron, Moncheri (2)
Collins, Samone*
Conner, Heather*
Davis, Adrienne*

Dedeaux-Pride, Montika*

Dismuke, Tabitha*
Dosch, Day*

Eady, Melissa (1)
Ellingson, Sherry*
Ezell, Rebecca (1)
Felter, Lauren*
Fennell, James*
Foles, Rhonda (1)
Fulton, Denise (5)
Gatewood, Carol*
Graves, Artina (1)
Hall, Felicia (1)
Heath, Janae*
Hodge, Sharon (3)
Hogan, Kasey*
Horton, Karen*
Hoyt, Samantha*
Howard, Sandi (1)
Jenkins, Veronica*
Jennings, Valaresia*
Kaiser, Elizabeth (3)
Keeney, Sharon (7)
Koenenn, Heather*

(#) indicates years of service
*New Advocates in 2025

Langham, Hannah (3)
Langham, Mark (3)
Leatherman, Isabel*
Lewis, Anita (12)
Lind, Donna (1)
Madden, Tiphani*
Maisonneuve, Caryn*
Matthews, Donna (4)
Moore, Diane (5)
Murphy, Candy (3)
Nicholas, Katina (2)
Rafferty, Jimmy (1)
Relaford, Jenee (4)
Renner, Melissa (1)
Richards, Joane (2)
Rush, Diane (1)
Saldana, Maria (2)
Shaw, Cindy (13)
Sheehan, Jay (1)
Shipton, Melanie (1)
Shirk, Linda (3)
Shull, Scott*
Simpkins, Amber (2)
Smith, Diana (2)
Smith, Melinda (2)
Thomas, Kaycee (3)
Tilquit, Taylor*
Tubertini, Kathy*
Vann, Theresa*
Vennon, Amy*

Vitale, Bernadette (1)
Walker, Ronni (1)

Waltman, Jeff*

Waltman, Leann*

Ward, Thersa*

Walton, LeAyn*
Whitlock-Spivey, Jehlani (1)
Wilder, Ruthie (14)
Williams, Jenny (5)

Young, Corinne*

Stone County
Cater, Kiersten (4)
Cochran, James*
Cobb, Cynthia (3)
Gilbert, Teri (1)

Harrell, Allan (1)
Harvey, Charles (1)
Hildestad, Lawrence (1)
Hildestad, Lori (1)
Loose, Allison (3)
Murphy, Lynn*
Overstreet, Emily*
Roberts, Stephanie (2)
Shelton, Taryn (1)
Smith, Monica*
Thames, Johnene (1)
Walters, Heather*
Williamson, Stephanie*
Williamson, Keith*




2025: A YEAR IN PHOTOS

JANUARY E e - i FEBRUARY

« Mardi Gras Gala N 2 o s « Pre-Service
> Training

« Coast Con
« Beacon Mahjong
Tournament

APRIL

« Light of Hope
« Touch-A-Truck
« Pine Hill Festival

Change a
nild’s Story
T -

« Advocate
Appreciation
Crawfish Boil

« Pre-Service
Training

JUNE

« Clergy
Breakfast




2025: A YEAR IN PHOTOS

JULY

« Pre-Service Training
« School Supply Project

AUGUST

« Night Out Against Crime
« Pre-Service Training

S ER

« Pre-Service Training
« Seafood Fest
« Shucker's Game

OCTOBER
« Bridging the Gap
CASA Conference

NOVEMBER

« Grateful for You
Advocate
Appreciation

DECEMBER

o Child Christmas
Wish List Project
Child Christmas
Party
Advocate
Christmas Party
Tree Event at
Harbor City




VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

GRATEFUL FOR YOU

In November 2025, CASA hosted its annual “Grateful for You” Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the
Golden Nugget Biloxi, recognizing the remarkable efforts of advocates who serve children across
Harrison, Hancock, and Stone Counties. The evening was sponsored by Golden Nugget,
Volunteer Mississippi, His Way, Inc., Padrick & Mary Dennis, Keesler Federal Credit Union,
Neco’s Family Market, and Trustmark Bank. This night of gratitude also featured Daniel Harris as
keynote speaker, who shared about his own time in foster care as well as the impact of his own
advocate.

ADVOCATE CRAWFISH BOIL

In May 2025, volunteers with CASA of South Mississippi were
honored for their unwavering advocacy during our annual S
appreciation event which featured delicious crawfish prepared by 5@
. Pinchers, creating the perfect setting for an evening of gratitude
& and fellowship. Adding to the celebration, Buoy’s owner, Chris Lott, “§a "
provided live musical entertainment for the advocates. The night f"fé
f was filled with heartfelt thanks for the dedicated volunteers who Sl
8 give their time and compassion to support abused and neglected lq'-"_ .
8| children in Hancock, Harrison, and Stone counties. Special thanks &1
once again to Chris Lott and the team at Buoy’s for helping host &
such a memorable and meaningful event.

"4



THE IMPACT OF AN

'ADVOCATE

“Our first court
date was
terrifying and
emotional. She
didn’t know us
from a stranger
on the street, yet
she held my hands
outside that
courtroom,
listened to my
story, and
embraced me as I

cried.”

Mother reunified with
her children

“[My advocate] is one of the
sweetest and most genuine
women I have ever met.
During times when I had little
to no faith in myself, she was
always there to remind me of

my worth and potential.”
14 year old youth in foster care

o A “[My child’s advocate]
- takes the time to talk with
“ ‘. him and encourages his
 dreams for the future. She
7. was the first to stand up in
I can tell he really cares for  ~ court and speak for him,
me and he’s got my back. He's ‘. and she continues to be a
always giving me advice andis 7. Strong voice on his behalf.
checking to make sure I got & Relative Caregiver
what I need.” LR, A g T
15 year old youth in foster care » I, ¢




“I KNOW YOU!”

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

SOUTH MISSISSIPPI

In one CASA case involving a sibling set of
two involving physical abuse, advocate
Diane was assigned to walk alongside them
through an uncertain and complicated
process. The children were moved out of
Mississippi to live with out of state
relatives.

At first, the children did not want to talk to
her. The calls were short, offering little
indication that a connection was forming.
Still, Diane showed up consistently,
understanding that consistency matters. So
they continued video calls twice a month for
a year and a hallf.

When the siblings returned to foster care in
Mississippi, Diane was relieved to finally be
able to visit the siblings in person. As soon
as the door opened, this 8-year-old boy
burst through the door, wrapped his arms
and legs around her, and said, “I know

you!”

That moment reflected the quiet power of
advocacy. Even when distance, screens,
and silence stand in the way, consistent
support builds trust. Children remember
who showed up.

CASA advocates do more than attend court
hearings or write reports. They provide
continuity in the lives of children who
experience repeated disruption. With
steady supervision and guidance,
advocates like Diane offer something
lasting: a reliable, caring adult presence.

This is why every CASA advocate matters.
The impact is not always immediate, but
when a child recognizes safety and
connection, the value of that commitment
becomes unmistakably clear.
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CHILD WELLBEING PROJECTS

REMI THE COURTHOUSE FACILITY DOG

Remi, the Courthouse Facility Dog, received extensive training from Canine Companions®. Facility dogs
like Remi are selected for their ability to calmly interact with people in a high stress environment. Remi
goes to work daily alongside her primary handler Naomi Strawhorn & secondary handler Linda Perkes at
CASA of South Mississippi. While Remi primarily attends Youth Court with child victims, she may also
accompany children to meetings with prosecutors or forensic interviews to enhance the fact-finding
process. Off hours, Remi goes home with her handler and is a normal pet.

Visit www.canine.org to find out more about the Canine
Companions organization.

“Remi made a real difference
with the victim and I could
tell the calming influence
she had during a very

difficult conversation.”
District Attorney

38 43.75

Number of child victims Hours of direct service
served by Remi in 2025 to child victims in 2025



CHILD WELLBEING PROJECTS

TRUST-BASED
RELATIONAL
INTERVENTION®

Trust-Based Relational
Intervention® (TBRI) is a trauma-
informed intervention designed to
meet the complex needs of vulnerable
children. As Mississippi’s designated
TBRI Ambassador Organization,
CASA continues to coordinate
statewide TBRI efforts to assist
children, families, and organizations in
providing trauma-responsive care by
establishing high levels of connection,
felt safety, & regulation.

In consultation with the Karyn

Purvis Institute of Child Development
at TCU, CASA supports a network of
TBRI Practitioners who serve in
sectors including the child welfare
system, mental health, schools, courts,
juvenile justice, caregivers, residential
settings, and more.

895 37

Professional_s Trained in Caregivers trained in TBRI
TBRI® in 2025 Caregiver class in 2025




CHILDREN'’S PROJECTS

—\ GULF COAST
(~\ COMMUNITY
=FOUNDATION

* SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Through the Velkas grant, CASA was able to

# provide school supplies to all school-aged
A CASA children in July 2025. Each child
received a new backpack filled with essential
school supplies to help them start the school
year prepared and confident. CASA Advocates
personally delivered the backpacks in July,
ensuring every child had what they needed
before school began and helping set them up
for a successful year.

CASA CH RISTMAS

CASA's Children’s Christmas Project brought holiday joy to 320 children in foster care thls season, thanks
to the generosity of the local community. Every child served by CASA was invited to create a personal wish
list, sharing the gifts and items they hoped to receive for Christmas. Community members, businesses, and
volunteers stepped up in a big way—adopting wish lists and ensuring that each child’s holiday was filled
with excitement and care. To make the season even more special, CASA partnered with Traintastic to host
a festive Christmas party for children in foster care from Hancock, Harrison, and Stone counties. The
celebration brought the children together for a day filled with holiday fun, laughter, and memorable
experiences in a warm and welcoming environment.
Quality

5'73/{/@/
) N -
# t?@ Since 2015, CASA has partnered with Claiborne Hills S v,
‘ Supermarket to provide personalized birthday cakes to ' --‘q}*a e

Qﬁ g ')z ) 45 CASA children in Hancock County, co-funded by the
m”- Ly o longtime supporters at Misfit Street Krewzers.

\ % Quality Bakery owners Danielle & Gordon White
'3 partnered with CASA and Rachel McGill, honoring her
V& .. _  late son Kaiden, to launch Kaiden's Candles of Hope —

, \,ﬁ 14 officially beginning October 9, 2024, what would have
- Y 4 been Kaiden's 18th birthday. Thanks to Quality Bakery, °
R ‘/{ the K. Ryder Foundation, and Community Connection for

bringing birthday cakes to children served by CASA in
Harrison & Stone Counties!

'




ANNUAL EVENTS

KREWE OF CASA MARDI GRAS GALA

The 13th Annual Krewe of CASA lit up the evening
| with its dazzling “Light Up the Night” celebration at
. Hollywood Casino. The unforgettable event honored
W Heather Smith and Jason Chiniche as King and
% Queen, adding a special touch of royalty to an

# throughout the venue and a packed dance floor full of
energy, the celebration was truly one to remember.

TOUCH-A-TRUCK

In April 2025, CASA of South Mississippi
hosted its annual Touch-A-Truck event at the
Hancock County Governmental Annex in Bay
St. Louis. This free event provided an
interactive experience for children and adults
alike, offering the opportunity to explore a
variety of vehicles, including public service,
emergency, utility, and construction vehicles.
Attendees engaged with the "heroes" who
operate these vehicles, learning about their g8
functions and safety features through hands-
on activities. As CASA’'s community give-back §
free event, there was free food, drinks, & R
- | giveaways for the children! )

e i

/ : . .
LI HT F H PE L to R: CPS Adoptlon Worker Joel Smlth Advocate Marcella Meyers,
Advocate Kiersten Cater, & Guardian ad Litem, Pamella Nelson
Light of Hope 2025 was a memorable and deeply impactful evening, held during Child Abuse Awareness
and Prevention Month in April. This meaningful annual event gave us the opportunity to honor and
remember those who have made a profound difference in the lives of vulnerable children in our community.
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Judges, Special Guests, Speakers, Award Recipients, Advocates,

Community Supporters, Friends, and Family who joined us for this powerful gathering. Your presence and
dedication continue to inspire change and create a lasting impact for those who need it most.

[

This year also marked a significant milestone as we hosted our first Light of Hope Fundraiser in Harrison

County, where we were proud to highlight our award recipients once again, expand community awareness,

and ralse vital funds to further support CASA’s mission
DY . |00 = -

Wy A
B 3



MISSION PARTNERS

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

A Mississippi Power
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CASA ANCHORS

“Before a child can change the world,
the world must first change for the child.”

Jackie Baughman

Cheryl Bloom

John & Brittni Brdecka
David Buckley

Cynthia Chauvin

Caitlin Cruthird

Mike & Kim Curia

Lori Curia

Micky Evans

Rebecca Ezell

David & Janis Fite

John & Madeleine Fulwiler
Natalie Guess

John Heflin

Mark & Leslie Henderson
John Hightower

Mamie Hillery

Glenn Hood

Lisa Judice

This starfish is made 6? the
thumbprints of CASA children
from South Mississippi.

In 2023, CASA’s Board of Directors launched the Anchors
Campaign to offer a simple, meaningful way for individuals to
make a lasting impact. With a monthly gift of just ten dollars—
less than a streaming TV subscription—supporters provide
steady, reliable funding that helps sustain advocacy efforts
year-round. These consistent contributions ensure that children
facing uncertainty have someone speaking up for their best
interests every step of the way.

Not everyone has the ability to become a CASA, but everyone
can help somehow. CASA Anchors believe in the CASA
mission & vision, and they have committed to supporting the
program through their monthly contributions.

Become a CASA Anchor by visiting casasouthms.org/anchors
Anchors contribute a minimum of $10 per month as a recurring
donation. These donations allow our staff to recruit, train, and
support volunteers to advocate for children in foster care.

Shelley Stocker

Huey Stockstill, 1
Rocky Stockstill

Gene & Margaret Taylor
Jane Thompson

Chris & Becky Trapani
Katherine Troendle
Bernadette Vitale
Rodger & Ruthie Wilder
Ty Wiltz

John & Mary Lou Zimmerman

Elizabeth Kaiser

Myron Labat, Sr.
Rhonda Labat

Erin Lee

Lizzie Mae Leonard
Jennifer Milligan

Candy Murphy

Bernie & Judy Ostervold
Heather Smith

April Parker

Joy Peacock

Cathy Pitalo

Cheryl Ramseyer

Jo Ann Reed

George & Robin Riviere
Chris & Connie Roth
Donna Schmidt

Jack & Glenda Schornick
Carol Shiyou

Scan the QR
Code to join the
CASA Anchor

Rushing & Guice PLLC
Church of the King

Harbor City Church

Lutheran Church of the Pines
Main Street United Methodist
Patrick O’Connor and Margaret McMullan

team



BEACONS OF HOPE

2025 Beacons

Scott Allen
Lara Bowman
Chris Colbert
Dr. Rebecca Courtney
Dave Dennis
Win Ellington
Sam Lee
Chris Lott
Shea Magee
Camille Smith

The Beacons of Hope campaign celebrates outstanding Gulf Coast leaders
who make a meaningful difference in their communities and champion the
safety and well-being of children.

Each year, community leaders are personally selected to serve as
Beacons, committing to raise or contribute a minimum of $3,000 in support
of CASA of South Mississippi’'s mission. Funds raised help ensure that
every abused or neglected child in Hancock, Harrison, and Stone Counties
has a dedicated advocate by their side.

Beacons are encouraged to approach their fundraising efforts with
creativity and passion. Whether hosting an event, organizing a unique
experience, or offering a special service, Beacons invite friends,
colleagues, and community members to give in support of CASA.

CASA offers its thanks to the Beacons of 2025.




BEACON EVENTS




FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
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WILSON ANIMAL FUND
VELKAS CHILD WELFARE FUND
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COUNTY
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PARTNERSHIP

of South Mississippi
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COAST ELECTRIC "™,

comunmyrest o, Walmart

Mississippi State Department of Health Moking Life Better
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Special thanks to these partners for donating time & services:

Butler Snow
Edrington Landscaping



FISCAL STEWARDSHIP

CASA of South MS actively Grants
pursues funding from a variety

of sources to enhance Donations 26%

financial resilience. Through

diversification of funding Fundraising 16%

streams and a strategic
approach that avoids ~ Local Government
overdependence on one
specific source or tactic, we
Other includes contract funding for TBRI

can better navigate - )
Training and Implementation
fluctuations and recover from Percentages based upon Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Estimates

Other 5%

any unforeseen challenges.

CASA is a 501c3 charitable organization and relies on community support. Your gift
Is tax deductible and makes a big difference in the life of an abused or neglect child.
Donations can be made by check, online through our website, Venmo, or PayPal for a
one-time donation or to become a CASA Anchor with recurring donations.

www.casasouthms.org
One-Time or
Recurring Donations

P pPayPal venmo

R T e
|-E| EI_-._: ;f_;ﬁ%gﬁf

One-Time Donations
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This publication was printed through an in

kind donation from TPI & through MS
CASA Capacity Growth Funding
L

This printing for this project was

® ‘ supported by MS CASA Capacity
c A s A Growth Funds awarded by the
Administrative Office of the
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	COMMUNITY
	IMPACT
	Serving Hancock, Harrison, & Stone Counties

	CASA STAFF
	CASA's mission is to advocate for South Mississippi's abused and neglected children by supporting volunteers who promote safety, permanency, and resilience.
	Cynthia Chauvin Executive Director
	Lauren Saucier Program Director
	Lori Curia Finance Director
	Tanisha Lamb Advocate Supervisor
	Kelly Blackmon Community Outreach Coordinator
	Linda Perkes Victim Services Advocate Supervisor


	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	CASA’s Board of Directors is made of individuals from Hancock, Harrison, & Stone Counties who volunteer their time and bring their expertise to drive the mission of CASA and its continued development
	Caitlin Cruthird, CPA Treasurer Senior Manager GranthamPoole
	2025 IN NUMBERS
	Children had an Advocate in 2025



	381
	OUR CHILDREN

	159
	ADVOCATE SERVICE
	Advocates provided
	11,197
	Hours of Service to Children
	Children’s cases closed in the reporting period



	157
	OUTCOMES
	517

	HANCOCK COUNTY
	OUR CHILDREN
	CASA served 99% of the Hancock County children appointed to the program

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	74 MALE
	75 FEMALE
	CAUCASIAN 79% AFRICAN AMERICAN 11% BI-RACIAL 10% HISPANIC/LATINO 0% ASIAN 0% NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER 0%

	LOCATION OF ABUSE/NEGLECT


	HARRISON COUNTY
	OUR CHILDREN
	CASA served 83% of the Harrison County children appointed to the program

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	CAUCASIAN 56% AFRICAN AMERICAN 37% BI-RACIAL 6% HISPANIC/LATINO 1% ASIAN 0% NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER 0%
	101 MALE
	108 FEMALE
	LOCATION OF ABUSE/NEGLECT


	STONE COUNTY
	OUR CHILDREN
	CASA served 94% of the Stone County children appointed to the program
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	29 MALE
	34 FEMALE
	LOCATION OF ABUSE/NEGLECT



	2026 GOALS
	Goal 1
	45 New Advocates

	Goal 2
	Serve 80% Children in Foster Care

	Goal 3
	80% Recommendations Become Orders of the Court

	Goal 4
	80% of Children Achieve Safe & Permanent Homes

	Goal 5
	80% Volunteer Retention Rate


	HOW TO HELP
	Become a CASA Volunteer
	Connect Us to Your Organization
	Report Child Abuse or Neglect
	Support Our Program Financially

	ADVOCATES
	Hancock County Adam, Margaret (10) Alexander, Marybeth (1) Altsman, Diane (8) Bailey, Sarah (11) Bair, Anne (1) Baughman, Jackie (8) Berry, Julie (8) Bloom, Cheryl (9) Bourgeois, Brooke (3) Brdecka, Brittni (3) Brdecka, John (2) Breeze, Stacie (1) Cannon, Julie (15) Chargois, Victoria (3) Coleman, Joan (5) Cuevas, Janine (9) DeBardeleben, Evelyn (2) DeHaan, Laura-Michel (4) Demarest, Judy (10) Dollar, Beverly (9) Ehrich, Alan (3) Ehrich, Trudy (3) Ferry, Jude (3)
	Fulwiler, John (7) Fulwiler, Madeleine (7) Grapusa, Christine (8) Gray, Christi (2) Green, Carol* Haberman, Victoria (4) Hamil, Cynthia (1) Herring, Rhonda (7) Hess, Allison (4) Hilliard, Larry (2) Hilliard, Terry (2) Hubbs, Devin (1) Hutchison, Michael* Jackson, Jessica (2) Jackson, Lorenzo (2) Joyce, Susan (7) Keller, Kathi (1) Knizer, Paula* Lawler, Robinette (10) Legeaux, Lisa (2) Manko, Rodney (4) McKenzie, Nancy (9) Melby-Cobling, Chris (10) Meyer, Marcella (3) Montjoy, Betsy (4)
	Mumme, Susan (10) Murana, Kimberly (2) Murray, Joseph (8) Necaise, Kimberly (1) Nichols, Lylie (9) Ortiz, Tish (1) Parker, Andy* Reaver, Anne (2) Reilly, Kim (6) Richardson, Joy (10) Riviere, George (6) Riviere, Robin (7) Salaun, Linda (5) Shiyou, Carol (11) Taylor, Griselda (2) Taylor, Marilene (6) Taylor, Vickie* Thompson, Tabitha (1) Trentman, Lily (1) Van Stelle, Christy (8) Vogel, Michael (7) Wallace, Susan (5) Warran, Alisha (7) Young, Anne (2)

	Harrison County Barnes, Rebecca (1) Beck, Bridget* Beck, Maria* Benefield, Debbie (7) Bignoli, Joan (4) Bonck, Patrick (12) Brown, Demetria* Chambers, Linda (5) Charron, Moncheri (2) Collins, Samone* Conner, Heather* Davis, Adrienne* Dedeaux-Pride, Montika* Dismuke, Tabitha* Dosch, Day* Eady, Melissa (1) Ellingson, Sherry* Ezell, Rebecca (1) Felter, Lauren* Fennell, James* Foles, Rhonda (1) Fulton, Denise (5) Gatewood, Carol* Graves, Artina (1) Hall, Felicia (1) Heath, Janae* Hodge, Sharon (3) Hogan, Kasey* Horton, Karen* Hoyt, Samantha* Howard, Sandi (1) Jenkins, Veronica* Jennings, Valaresia* Kaiser, Elizabeth (3) Keeney, Sharon (7) Koenenn, Heather*
	Langham, Hannah (3) Langham, Mark (3) Leatherman, Isabel* Lewis, Anita (12) Lind, Donna (1) Madden, Tiphani* Maisonneuve, Caryn* Matthews, Donna (4) Moore, Diane (5) Murphy, Candy (3) Nicholas, Katina (2) Rafferty, Jimmy (1) Relaford, Jenee (4) Renner, Melissa (1) Richards, Joane (2) Rush, Diane (1) Saldana, Maria (2) Shaw, Cindy (13) Sheehan, Jay (1) Shipton, Melanie (1) Shirk, Linda (3) Shull, Scott* Simpkins, Amber (2) Smith, Diana (2) Smith, Melinda (2) Thomas, Kaycee (3) Tilquit, Taylor* Tubertini, Kathy* Vann, Theresa* Vennon, Amy*
	Vitale, Bernadette (1) Walker, Ronni (1) Waltman, Jeff* Waltman, Leann* Ward, Thersa* Walton, LeAyn* Whitlock-Spivey, Jehlani (1) Wilder, Ruthie (14) Williams, Jenny (5) Young, Corinne*
	Stone County Cater, Kiersten (4) Cochran, James* Cobb, Cynthia (3) Gilbert, Teri (1) Harrell, Allan (1) Harvey, Charles (1) Hildestad, Lawrence (1) Hildestad, Lori (1) Loose, Allison (3) Murphy, Lynn* Overstreet, Emily* Roberts, Stephanie (2) Shelton, Taryn (1) Smith, Monica* Thames, Johnene (1) Walters, Heather* Williamson, Stephanie* Williamson, Keith*
	2025: A YEAR IN PHOTOS
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	VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
	GRATEFUL FOR YOU
	ADVOCATE CRAWFISH BOIL

	THE IMPACT OF AN ADVOCATE
	“[My advocate] is one of the sweetest and most genuine women I have ever met. During times when I had little to no faith in myself, she was always there to remind me of my worth and potential.”
	“[My advocate] is a cool dude. I can tell he really cares for me and he’s got my back. He’s always giving me advice and is checking to make sure I got what I need.”
	“Our first court date was terrifying and emotional. She didn’t know us from a stranger on the street, yet she held my hands outside that courtroom, listened to my story, and embraced me as I cried.”
	“[My child’s advocate] takes the time to talk with him and encourages his dreams for the future. She was the first to stand up in court and speak for him, and she continues to be a strong voice on his behalf.”

	“I KNOW YOU!”
	CHILD WELLBEING PROJECTS
	REMI THE COURTHOUSE FACILITY DOG
	“Remi made a real difference with the victim and I could tell the calming influence she had during a very difficult conversation.”
	Number of child victims served by Remi in 2025




	43.75
	Hours of direct service to child victims in 2025
	CHILD WELLBEING PROJECTS
	TRUST-BASED RELATIONAL INTERVENTION®


	895
	Professionals Trained in TBRI® in 2025
	Caregivers trained in TBRI Caregiver class in 2025

	CHILDREN’S PROJECTS
	SCHOOL SUPPLIES
	CASA CHRISTMAS
	CANDLES OF HOPE

	ANNUAL EVENTS
	KREWE OF CASA MARDI GRAS GALA
	TOUCH-A-TRUCK
	LIGHT OF HOPE

	MISSION PARTNERS
	CASA ANCHORS
	CASA OF SOUTH MISSISSIPPI
	CASA ANCHORS
	This starfish is made of the thumbprints of CASA children from South Mississippi.
	“Before a child can change the world, the world must first change for the child.”
	In 2023, CASA’s Board of Directors launched the Anchors Campaign to offer a simple, meaningful way for individuals to make a lasting impact. With a monthly gift of just ten dollars—less than a streaming TV subscription—supporters provide steady, reliable funding that helps sustain advocacy efforts year-round. These consistent contributions ensure that children facing uncertainty have someone speaking up for their best interests every step of the way.
	Not everyone has the ability to become a CASA, but everyone can help somehow. CASA Anchors believe in the CASA mission & vision, and they have committed to supporting the program through their monthly contributions.
	Become a CASA Anchor by visiting casasouthms.org/anchors Anchors contribute a minimum of $10 per month as a recurring donation. These donations allow our staff to recruit, train, and support volunteers to advocate for children in foster care.
	Scan the QR Code to join the CASA Anchor team



	BEACONS OF HOPE
	2025 Beacons
	Scott Allen Lara Bowman Chris Colbert Dr. Rebecca Courtney Dave Dennis Win Ellington Sam Lee Chris Lott Shea Magee Camille Smith


	BEACON EVENTS
	$74,335

	FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
	WILSON ANIMAL FUND
	VELKAS CHILD WELFARE FUND

	CASA GRANTS
	SPARK GOOD LOCAL GRANTS
	Mississippi State Department of Health Office Against Interpersonal Violence


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
	IN-KIND DONORS
	Special thanks to these partners for donating time & services:
	Butler Snow Edrington Landscaping


	FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
	DIVERSE FUNDING
	CASA of South MS actively pursues funding from a variety of sources to enhance financial resilience. Through diversification of funding streams and a strategic approach that avoids overdependence on one specific source or tactic, we can better navigate fluctuations and recover from any unforeseen challenges.
	26%
	16%
	Grants
	Donations
	Fundraising
	Local Government
	Other
	45%
	8%
	5%
	Percentages based upon Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Estimates


	DONATIONS
	CASA is a 501c3 charitable organization and relies on community support.  Your gift is tax deductible and makes a big difference in the life of an abused or neglect child.  Donations can be made by check, online through our website, Venmo, or PayPal for a one-time donation or to become a CASA Anchor with recurring donations.  www.casasouthms.org
	One-Time or Recurring Donations
	One-Time Donations
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